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First motion pictures : By the end of the 1880s, the introduction of lengths of celluloid 
photographic film and the invention of motion picture cameras, which could photograph an 
indefinitely long rapid sequence of images using only one lens, allowed several minutes of 
action to be captured and stored on a single compact reel of film. Some early films were 
made to be viewed by one person at a time through a peep show device such as the 
Kinetoscope and the mutoscope. Others were intended for a projector, mechanically similar 
to the camera and sometimes actually the same machine, which was used to shine an 
intense light through the processed and printed film and into a projection lens so that these 
moving pictures could be shown tremendously enlarged on a screen for viewing by an entire 
audience. The first kinetoscope film shown in public exhibition was Blacksmith Scene, 
produced by Edison Manufacturing Company in 1893. The following year the company 
would begin Edison Studios, which became an early leader in the film industry with notable 
early shorts including The Kiss, and would go on to produce close to 1,200 films. 


In US usage, one talks of a screening or projection of a movie or video on a screen at a 
public or private theater. In British English, a film showing happens at a cinema never a 
theatre, which is a different medium and place altogether.8 A cinema usually refers to an 
arena designed specifically to exhibit films, where the screen is affixed to a wall, while a 
theater usually refers to a place where live, non-recorded action or combination thereof 
occurs from a podium or other type of stage, including the amphitheater. Theaters can still 
screen movies in them, though the theater would be retrofitted to do so. One might propose 


going to the cinema when referring to the activity, or sometimes to the pictures in British 
English, whereas the US expression is usually going to the movies. A cinema usually shows 
a mass-marketed movie using a front-projection screen process with either a film projector 
or, more recently, with a digital projector. But, cinemas may also show theatrical movies 
from their home video transfers that include Blu-ray Disc, DVD, and videocassette when 
they possess sufficient projection quality or based upon need, such as movies that exist only 
in their transferred state, which may be due to the loss or deterioration of the film master 
and prints from which the movie originally existed. Due to the advent of digital film 
production and distribution, physical film might be absent entirely. A double feature is a 
screening of two independently marketed, stand-alone feature films. A viewing is a Watch 
ing of a film. Sales and at the box office refer to tickets sold at a theater, or more currently, 
rights sold for individual showings. A release is the distribution and often simultaneous 
screening of a film. A preview is a screening in advance of the main release. 


On May 3, 2021, the governors of Connecticut, New Jersey, and New York jointly announced 
that they planned to lift most capacity restrictions on businesses on May 19 for cinemas in 
New York, they would not be limited in how many patrons may be present, but there must 
be 6 feet 1.8 m social distancing between groups.209210 On May 4, Los Angeles County 
was moved to yellow Minimal tier by state health officials,211 but the LACDPH did not allow 
cinemas to use the 75% option.212 Due to progress on vaccination, New York and California 
lifted capacity restrictions, including those on cinemas, in June 2021.213214 By August 
2021, however, due to spread of Delta variant and waning vaccination rates nationwide, 
New York City where only 55% of residents were fully-vaccinated announced on August 3 
that effective September 13, access to indoor entertainment venues including cinemas will 
be restricted to those who are vaccinated.215216 In October 2021, Los Angeles announced 
that starting November 4 residents will be required to show proof of a COVID-19 
vaccination to enter movie theaters.217 
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